STUDIO ART I    -
ICONS, IDOLS & IMPORTANT INDIVIDUALS:



AN INTRODUCTION TO PORTRAIT PAINTING

ASSIGNMENT:

Students will complete a portrait painting of an individual, famous or not, that they consider to be an icon, idol or just really important.  
ICON: One who is the object of great attention and devotion.
IDOL: One that is adored, often blindly or excessively.

IMPORTANT PERSON: One of great significance or value; likely to have a profound effect on success, survival, or well-being.

The portrait itself will be completed using a gridded drawing technique to accurately render the face, and then either a monochromatic or complementary color scheme for the painting.  

Students will also have to prepare a short essay explaining why the individual they have chosen is important – and students will have to present their essay and painting to the class at the conclusion of the assignment.  The essay should be at least 500 words, and should focus on explaining the accomplishments and importance of the individual that the student has chosen.  

For the essay students need to include: 

- biographical information (birthdate, where they were born)

- significant  accomplishments (foundations started, volunteer work, athletic records, etc.)

- why you chose this particular person

The individual that is chosen should be currently contributing or have contributed to the betterment of society in some way – either in service to other people or their country, or in their contribution to the arts (music, theatre, film, etc.), science, or sporting accomplishments.  
Past examples (from Black History Month) have included: 
Colin Powell (military general/politician)
Rosa Parks (civil rights activist)

Miles Davis (jazz musician) 


Jacob Lawrence (artist)

Oprah Winfrey (talk show host) 

Martin Luther King Jr. (civil rights activist)

Michael Jordan (athlete)


W.E.B. Dubois (author)
George Washington Carver (scientist)
Jesse Owens (athlete)

REQUIREMENTS:

Students should:

· Make use of the gridded drawing technique and render a portrait that actually looks like the person the portrait represents.
· Show that they understand color mixing by using a monochromatic color scheme (shades & tints) or a complementary color scheme (neutral tones).
· Write an essay of no less than 500 words to justify the selection of the person who is the subject of the portrait.

· Take care in crafting their final projects.
GRADING:

The project will be worth 150 points – 100 for the painting, 50 for the essay/presentation.
I. CRAFTSMANSHIP                                                                                                ______

- Does this piece demonstrate care in production?


- Are the materials used in a skillful manner?


- Is the overall composition neat and free of errors?

II. UNDERSTANDING OF CONCEPTS                                                                      ______

- Does the painting benefit from the use of a gridded drawing?

- Does the piece make use of the proper color schemes?
- Does the piece show evidence of proper color mixing? (shades, tints, neutral tones)
III. CREATIVITY / OVERALL IMPACT                                                                        ______

- Is the subject matter presented in an interesting and original way?
- Does the color use show a full range of value? 
- Does the portrait actually look like the person it is supposed to depict?

IV. EFFORT                                                                                                                ______

- Does the piece reflect a desire to complete the project to the best of the student’s ability?

- Does the student demonstrate a dedication to the completion of the project?

- Does the student manage class time properly in order to complete the project?

V. MEETING DEADLINES                                                                                         ______

- Is the project completed on time?

DUE DATE: FRIDAY, MARCH 7TH 
