Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 12

Ryan
( mryan@methacton.org)
Course Overview

Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 12 is a college-level course which serves a dual purpose: rigorous textual examination of fiction and non-fiction, and intensive analysis of rhetorical devices in writing.   We will also focus on the skills necessary for success on the Advanced Placement Language and Composition Exam. The workload is consistent with a first-year college English writing class. This is a tentative structure that we may modify as our needs demand.  

Marking Period 1:  
Epiphany: Who We Are and the Choices That We Make


College Essay 


Demystification of the AP exam 
Loren Eiseley: The Night Country (assorted essays)

William Golding: Lord of the Flies

Lorrie Moore, David Sedaris: the first person short essay

William Faulkner: As I Lay Dying

AP Units 1-3: Exigence, Audience, Writer, Purpose, Context and 

Message in Rhetoric
Marking Period 2

Proving the Point: The Art of the Argument


Research paper # 1 (the textual argument)

Selected short fiction/non-fiction pieces: rhetorical strategies

AP Units: 4-6: Introductions, Conclusions and Lines of Reasoning
Marking Period 3

Fact vs. Fiction: Explorations of tone and theme in rhetorical choices

Selections from The Quill Reader and The Informed Argument,

George Orwell, Annie Dillard, Franz Kafka, E.B.White,

James Baldwin, Jonathan Swift, Jamaica Kincaid, 


Frederick Douglass, Virginia Woolf and others.


Research paper # 2 (the extended argument) 


AP Units: 7-9: Qualifications and Counterarguments
Marking Period 4
Where Do We Go From Here?: College…and Beyond


Preparation for the AP English Language Exam (released AP exams)
Grading Requirements

- AP English 12 is taught like a college course.  Assignments are handed out well



in advance of their due date and students are responsible for completion.



While I am always available to help and guide, students must initially 



decipher all readings on their own.  

- Regular attendance is necessary to keep up with the demands of this course.  It      

is the STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to request and make up any     missed work promptly.  Late, unexcused work will be penalized the equivalent of one grade per day (“A” work will drop to a “B”,  “B” work will drop to a “C”, etc.).  No points will be awarded for unexcused work after one week. 


- As in any full-year course, each of the four marking period grade accounts for 


20% of the final grade, with the midterm and final exams comprising  


10% each. Approximately 300-400 points will be available each 



marking period. 


- All essays are graded according to the College Board scale of 1-9.  I translate 



that scale to the 100 point scale according to the following formula:



9 = 98%, 8 = 91%,  7 = 84%, 6 = 77%, 5 = 70%, 4 = 63% and so on.

Writing assignments

· In-class timed essays – students will write analytical essays on pre-assigned readings that will focus on the content and writing techniques of assigned writers. These techniques will include such rhetorical devices as tone, sentence structure, organization, audience, and/or diction.  Students will learn to recognize the symbiotic relationship between how a piece is constructed and the message it conveys. The summer reading essay the first week of classes is the first of this type of writing assignment. 

· Informal writing assignments – some in-class and at home assignments will take a less formal approach.  Students will be asked to react to a topic or assigned reading. This informal writing will either be a reaction to or a starting point for in-class discussion. Other informal writing assignments will include “creative” pieces such as imitation exercises (mimicking the style of Swift’s “A Modest Proposal” or Suzanne Britt’s “The Lean and Hungry Type”) and group writing assignments (newspaper “editorials” compiled by a group of writers).  

· Formal research papers – each semester centers on a formal research paper.  These papers go through several stages…from informal outline to opening paragraph to rough draft to final submission. Before and during this process, students will receive verbal and written feedback, with a particular emphasis on establishing their own confident and passionate voice.  The Pennsylvania Writing Assessment Domain Scoring Guide used to grade these assignments is particularly effective because it breaks down an assessment into individual components of strength and/or weakness (Focus, Content, Organization, Style and Conventions).  Students will be able to see, therefore, on a graded rough draft whether they need to address such common writing errors as repetitive, inappropriate and/or unimaginative word choice and/or sentence structure, unclear organization (lack of specificity in opening thesis, weak transitions, etc.), lack of detail and spelling/grammar miscues.  

· In-class skills practice – to ensure student success on writing assignments, periodic activities will highlight needed skills.  Sample activities include: AP Personal Progress Checks, practice in the balancing of generalization with specific detail in both opening and body paragraphs; smooth incorporation of quoted material into student’s own syntax; outlining of previously unseen passages; rhetorical division of an argument into two equally defendable positions; as well as basic vocabulary and grammar exercises as needed.  Also, students will read and grade College Board released AP essay responses in order to recognize the qualities that constitute successful and unsuccessful essay responses. 
Detailed syllabi of individual assignments will posted on the Google classroom monthly.  Any issues, just e-mail me at mryan@methacton.org or send a message through the Classroom. 
