Name____________________________________  #______ Section_________
Capitalization Notes
1. Capitalize the first word in every sentence.
My sister has soccer practice after school.
2. Capitalize the first word in both the salutation and closing of a letter.

Dear Service Manager,
Yours truly,

3. Capitalize the pronoun I.
When I returned home, I walked the dog.
4. Capitalize proper nouns.

1) Names of people - Harriet Tubman
2) Animal pet names- Lassie
3) Geographic names (continents: Asia, countries: Denmark, cities/towns: San Diego, states: Pennsylvania, islands: Key West, bodies of water: Pacific Ocean, streets: Front Street, highways: Interstate 55 )
4) Other places (parks: Yellowstone National Park, mountains: Andes, forests: Sherwood Forest, sections of the country: the South)

Words indicating direction such as north, south, east, or west are not capitalized.
Turn east when you reach the river.
Sections or regions of a country are capitalized.

Mae goes to college in the East.
5) Organizations: Boy Scouts, teams: Philadelphia Phillies, institutions: Temple University, or government bodies: Federal Bureau of Investigation
6) Special events: World Series, holidays: Fourth of July, months: September, and days of the week: Friday
 Do not capitalize the name of a season unless it is part of a proper name.
A winter storm is coming.                   We took pictures at the Winter Festival.
7) Historical events: War of 1812, historical periods: Bronze Age
8) Nationalities: Mexican, races: Asian, and peoples: Bantu
9) Businesses: Ambit Architecture,  brand names: Nike
10) Names of ships: Santa Maria, trains: Coast Starlight, aircraft: Spruce Goose, and spacecraft: Columbia

11) Names of buildings: Flatiron Building, structures: Hoover Dam, monuments: Statue of Liberty, memorials: Lincoln Memorial, and awards: Pulitzer Prize.
12) Religions and their followers: Buddhism, Christian

 holy days and celebrations: Christmas, Ramadan

 sacred writings: Bible, Talmud 

specific deities: God, Allah

13) Planets: Mars, stars: North Star, constellations: Big Dipper, and other heavenly bodies: Milky Way
The word earth is not capitalized unless it is used with the names of other heavenly bodies that are capitalized.

The words sun and moon are not capitalized.

5. Do not capitalize the names of school subjects, except course names followed by a 

        numeral and the names of language classes.
social studies, science, health, art

Woodworking II, Consumer Education I, Spanish, English 
6. Capitalize proper adjectives.

Mexican carvings, Arthurian legend
7. Capitalize most abbreviations.
Mr., Mrs., Inc. Ave.
8. Capitalize titles.
Judge O’Connor

Principal Walsh
1) Titles used alone or following a person’s name generally are not capitalized.

Judy Klein, our club president, led the meeting.   The secretary gave a speech.
2) Capitalize a word showing a family relationship when the word is used before or as a person’s name.
Are Uncle Carlos and Aunt Rosa here yet?

Either Mom or Dad will drive us to the show.
Do not capitalize a word showing a family relationship when the word follows a possessive noun or pronoun (my, your).              
                My mom is a big fan of the Phillies.
9. Capitalize the first and last words and all important words in titles and subtitles.
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix

Unimportant words:

a, an, the, and, but, for, nor, or, so, yet, by, for, into, on, with 

          If an unimportant word is the first word in a title, it must be capitalized.
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