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	Main Ideas


1.
The five themes of geography help us organize our studies of the world.


2.
The six essential elements of geography highlight some of the subject’s most important ideas.

	Key Terms and Places

absolute location  a specific description of where a place is

relative location  a general description of where a place is

environment  an area’s land, water, climate, plants and animals, and other physical features


Section Summary

THE FIVE THEMES OF GEOGRAPHY

Geographers use themes in their work. A theme is a topic that is common throughout a discussion or event. Many holidays have a theme, such as the flag and patriotism on the Fourth of July.
There are five major themes of geography: Location, Place, Human-Environment Interaction, Movement, and Regions. Geographers can use these themes in almost everything they study.

Location describes where a place is. This may be specific, such as an address. This is called an absolute location. It may also be general, such as saying the United States is north of Central America. This is called a relative location.
Place refers to an area’s landscape. The landscape is made up of the physical and human features of a place. Together, these features give a place its own identity apart from other places.

Human-Environment Interaction studies how people and their environment affect each other. The environment includes an area’s physical features, such as land, water, weather, and animals. Geographers study how people change their environment (by building, for example). They also study how the environment causes people to adapt (by dressing for the weather, for example).

Movement involves learning about why and how people move. Do they move for work or pleasure? Do they travel by roads or other routes?

Studying Regions helps geographers learn how places are alike and different. This also helps them learn why places developed the way they did.

THE SIX ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS

It is important to organize how you study geography, so you get the most complete picture of a place. Using the five major themes can help you do this. Using the six essential elements can, also.
Geographers and teachers created the six elements from eighteen basic ideas, called standards. The standards say what everyone should understand about geography. Each element groups together the standards that are related to each other.

The six elements are: The World in Spatial Terms (spatial refers to where places are located); Places and Regions; Physical Systems; Human Systems; Environment and Society; Uses of Geography. The six elements build on the five themes, so some elements and themes are similar. Uses of Geography is not part of the five themes. It focuses on how people can use geography to learn about the past and present, and plan for the future.

CHALLENGE ACTIVITY

Critical Thinking: Analyze  Analyze a place you regularly visit, such as a vacation spot or a park in your neighborhood. Write a question about the place for each geography theme to help someone not familiar with the themes understand them.

	absolute location
	environment
	element

	interaction
	relative location
	


DIRECTIONS  Write a word or phrase that has the same meaning as the term given.


1.
absolute location 



2.
element 



3.
environment 



4.
interaction 



5.
relative location 


DIRECTIONS  Choose at least four of the vocabulary words from the word bank. Use these words to write a story or poem that relates to the section.

List the five major themes of geography:


	


	


	


	


	





What do the five themes and six elements of geography help you do? Underline the sentence that explains this.











Describe two ways that people and their environment affect each other.


	


	


	


	


	








Original content © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor.


4
Guided Reading Workbook

Original content © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor.


5
Guided Reading Workbook


