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	Main Ideas

1.
Culture is the set of beliefs, goals, and practices that a group of people share.

2.
The world includes many different culture groups.

3.
New ideas and events lead to changes in culture.

	Key Terms
culture  the set of beliefs, values, and practices a group of people have in common
culture trait  an activity or behavior in which people often take part
culture region  an area in which people have many shared culture traits
ethnic group  a group of people who share a common culture and ancestry
cultural diversity  having a variety of cultures in the same area
cultural diffusion  the spread of culture traits from one region to another


Section Summary

WHAT IS CULTURE?
Culture is the set of beliefs, values, and practices a group of people have in common. Everything in day-to-day life is part of culture, including language, religion, clothes, music, and foods. People everywhere share certain basic cultural features, such as forming a government, educating children, and creating art or music. However, people practice these things in different ways, making each culture unique.
Culture traits are activities or behaviors in which people often take part, such as language and popular sports. People share some culture traits, but not others. For example, people eat using forks, chopsticks, or their fingers in different areas.
CULTURE GROUPS
There are thousands of different cultures in the world. People who share a culture are part of a culture group that may be based on things like age or religion.
A culture region is an area in which people have many shared culture traits such as language, religion, or lifestyle. A country may have several different culture regions, or just a single region, such as Japan.

A culture region may be based on an ethnic group, a group of people who share the same religion, traditions, language, or foods. Cultural diversity is having a variety of cultures in the same area. It can create a variety of ideas and practices, but it can also lead to conflict.
CHANGES IN CULTURE
Cultures are constantly changing. They can change through the development of new ideas or contact with other societies. New ideas such as the development of electricity, motion pictures, and the Internet have changed what people do and how they communicate. When two cultures come in close contact, both usually change. For example, the Spanish and Native American cultures changed when the Spanish conquered parts of the Americas.
Cultural diffusion is the spread of culture traits from one part of the world to another. It can happen when people move and bring their culture with them. New ideas and customs, such as baseball or clothing styles, can spread from one place to another as people learn about them.
CHALLENGE ACTIVITY

Critical Thinking: Drawing Inferences  Consider all of the parts of your culture that have been influenced by other cultures. During a normal day, keep a list of all the things you use or do that you think have been influenced by other cultures.
	cultural diffusion
	cultural diversity
	culture trait

	culture
	culture region
	ethnic group


DIRECTIONS  On the line provided before each statement, write T if a statement is true and F if a statement is false. If the statement is false, write the term that would make the statement correct on the line after each sentence.


1.
The language you speak and the sports you play are examples of culture traits.


2.
Cultural diversity creates an interesting mix of ideas, but sometimes it can lead to conflict.


3.
When more than one cultural group lives in an area, this is called cultural diffusion.


4.
The spread of culture traits to different parts of the world is called cultural diversity.


5.
All aspects of your daily life are part of your ethnic group.
DIRECTIONS  Use all of the terms from the word bank to write a summary of what you learned in the section.

Underline the sentence which lists some parts of culture.





How can cultural diversity affect the people in an area?


	


	





What are two ways cultural diffusion occurs?


	





Underline the sentences that describe how cultures change.





Underline the deserts in the north of Mexico.





What are some basic cultural features that people share?
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