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	Sharp, distinct controlling point made about a single topic with evident awareness of task.
Includes an opinion statement that spirals throughout the essay.
	Substantial, specific, and/or illustrative content demonstrating strong development and sophisticated ideas.
Superior content with excellent supporting details.
	Meaningful arrangement of content with evident and/or subtle transitions.
The arrangement of each paragraph is sequenced in a meaningful way: the strongest reason is presented last.
	Precise, illustrative use of a variety of words and sentence structures to create consistent writer's voice and tone appropriate to audience. 
Strong writer’s voice. Toolbox tools are used effectively.
	Evident control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation.
May contain little-to-few errors that do not interfere with sentence meaning.
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	Apparent point made about a single topic with sufficient awareness of task.
Includes an opinion statement.
	Sufficiently developed content with adequate elaboration or explanation.
Adequate content with appropriate supporting details.

	Functional arrangement of content that sustains a logical order with some evidence of transitions.
The arrangement of some paragraphs can be switched, posing no complication to the message of the argument.
	Generic use of a variety of words and sentence structures that may or may not create writer's voice and tone appropriate to audience.
Toolbox tools are present and do create some writer’s voice.
	Sufficient control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation.
May contain some errors that generally, do not interfere with sentence meaning.
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	No apparent point but evidence of a specific topic.
	Limited content with some inadequate elaboration or explanation.

Attempts to develop a topic. Content presented may have some supporting details.
	Confused or inconsistent arrangement of content with or without attempts at transition.
Writer puts ideas together in some places.
	Limited word choice and control of sentence structures that inhibit voice and tone.
May attempt to use Toolbox tools. However, the style chokes the voice. 
	Limited control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation.
Has many errors that interfere with sentence meaning.
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	Minimal evidence of a topic.
	Superficial and/or minimal content.
Ideas seem to be dropped on paper.
	Minimal control of content arrangement.

Ideas are random.
	Minimal variety in word choice and minimal control of sentence structures.
	Minimal control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation.
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