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Notes: Pronouns

1. Pronouns in the Subject Form- Pronouns used as subjects are in the subject form. 



Example: She and I sang two solos.




Example: The best singer was she.
	PRONOUNS

IN THE

SUBJECT FORM 
	SINGULAR

I
you

he, she, it


	PLURAL

we

you

they


2. Pronouns in the Possessive Form- Pronouns in the possessive form are used to show ownership. 



Example: Jake saved his ticket stub.




Example: Is that yours?

	PRONOUNS 

IN THE 

POSSESSIVE FORM
	SINGULAR

my, mine

your, yours

his, her, hers, its


	PLURAL

our, ours

your, yours

their, theirs


3. Pronouns as Predicate Nominatives-
A predicate nominative completes the meaning of a linking verb (linking verbs: am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been) and identifies or refers to the subject of the sentence.
*Use the subject form for a pronoun that is a predicate nominative. 

Subject forms: I, you, she, he, it, we, they

Example: The next singer is she.
Example: The first two speakers might be he and I.
Example: Was the winner really he?
4. Pronoun as a Direct Object-
The direct object completes the meaning of an action verb and tells who or what receives the action of the verb.
*Use the object form for a pronoun that is the direct object of a verb.
	PRONOUNS 

IN THE

OBJECT FORM
	SINGULAR

me

you

him

her

it
	PLURAL

us

you

them


Example: The teacher thanked me for cleaning the chalkboard.
Example: The answer surprised us.
Example: Have you told him about the change in plans?

5. Pronoun as an Indirect Object-
An indirect object may come between an action verb and a direct object. 
An indirect object tells whom or what or for whom or for what something is done.

*Use the object form for a pronoun that is the indirect object of a verb.

Object forms: me, you, him, her, it, us, them
Example: Scott handed me a note.

6. Pronoun as an Object of a Preposition-
The object of a preposition is a noun or pronoun that follows a preposition.
A preposition is a word that shows the relationship between a noun or a pronoun and another word in the sentence.
Common prepositions: 
aboard, about, above, across, after, against, along, among, around, at, before, behind, below, beneath, beside, between, beyond, by, down, during, except, for, from, in, into, like, of, off, on, over, past, since, through, throughout, till, to, toward, under, underneath, until, up, upon, with, within
*Use the object form for a pronoun that is the object of a preposition.

Object forms: me, you, him, her, it, us, them
Examples: (Prepositions with pronouns)

above me

beside us

with them
for him

toward you

next to her
7. Who (subject pronoun) vs. Whom (object pronoun)-
Use the strategy, he vs. him. If he works in the sentence, use who for your answer.
If him works in the sentence, use whom for your answer.

Sample Question 1: (Who, Whom) rang the bell?
Step 1: Change the original question to a statement and replace the sentence with HE. 

Step 2: Think: He rang the bell. 

Step 3: Change the original question to a statement and replace the sentence with HIM.

Step 4: Think: Him rang the bell. 
Step 5: Ask yourself: Which sentence makes sense? Correct: He rang the bell. 

*If he works in the sentence, use who for your answer. 
*If him works in the sentence, use whom for your answer.

Step 6: The answer is: Who rang the bell?
Sample Question 2: To (who, whom) did Joe give the gift?

Step 1: Change the original question to a statement and replace the sentence with HE.

Step 2: Think: Joe did give the gift to he. 

Step 3: Change the original question to a statement and replace the sentence with HIM.

Step 4: Think: Joe did give the gift to him. 

Step 5: Ask yourself: Which sentence makes sense? Correct: Joe did give the gift to him.
*If he works in the sentence, use who for your answer. 

*If him works in the sentence, use whom for your answer.

Step 6: The answer is: To whom did Joe give the gift?

8. Pronouns with Appositives-
An appositive is a noun or phrase that identifies the pronoun.

Question 1: (We, Us) Girl Scouts, swam laps. 

Strategy: Remove the appositive from the sentence and check which pronoun makes sense.

For Question 1, remove the phrase, Girl Scouts: 

We swam laps. 
Us swam laps. 
(*We is the correct answer: We, Girl Scouts, swam laps.)
Question 2: The director gave an award to (us, we), actors.
Strategy: Remove the appositive from the sentence and check which pronoun makes sense.

For Question 2, remove the word, actors.
The director gave an award to us.
The director gave an award to we. 

(*Us is the correct answer: The director gave an award to us, actors.) 
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