Name ____________________________________________________ Section -#___________
Notes on The Sentence
1a.  A sentence is a word group that contains a subject and a verb and that expresses a complete thought.
Octavio Paz won a Nobel Prize in literature.

Stop.
1) A sentence fragment is a word group that looks like a sentence, but either does not contain both a subject and a verb or does not express a complete thought.

As I drove to practice yesterday. (fragment)
(It is not a complete thought. What happened as I drove to practice?)

2) A word group that has a subject and a verb but does not express a complete thought is called a subordinate clause.
Example of subordinate clause:  As I walked to school today  

 There is a subject: I 

  and a verb: walked   BUT there isn’t a complete thought.
1b.  The subject tells whom or what the sentence is about. 

Dr. Seuss wrote Green Eggs and Ham.
1) To find the subject ask yourself who or what is doing something or about whom or what something is being said.  
(Who wrote Green Eggs and Ham? Dr. Seuss wrote Green Eggs and Ham.)
2) Sometimes it may be difficult to find the subject of a sentence.  In such cases, find the verb first.  Then, ask yourself who or what before the verb.

My best friend sits next to me in science class. 

(Who sits? My best friend sits.) 

3) The subject may come at the beginning, in the middle, or even at the end of a 
sentence. 
After school, Theresa went to band practice. 

Under our house was a tiny kitten. 

4) The complete subject consists of all the words needed to tell whom or what the sentence if about.
The Korean market
is closed today.
1c.  The simple subject is the main words or word group (noun or pronoun) that tells whom or what the sentence is about.

The Korean market
is closed today.
1d. The predicate of a sentence tells something about the subject.
Lois Lenski  wrote Strawberry Girl.
1) The predicate usually comes after the subject.  Sometimes, however, part or all of the predicate comes before the subject.

Quickly we learned the layout of the small village.
Tip: If you know the complete subject, everything else is the predicate!
2) The complete predicate consists of a verb and all the words that describe the verb and complete its meaning. 

1e. The simple predicate, or verb, is the main word or word group in the complete predicate.
Lois Lenski wrote Strawberry Girl.   
 She is going to the art museum.
1) The simple predicate may be a single verb or a verb phrase (a verb with one or more helping verbs).

The tooth with a point is called a canine.
2) The words not and never and the contraction –n’t are not verbs.  They are adverbs and may split the verb but are never part of a verb or verb phrase.

Kendra shouldn’t have added pepper to the sauce.
Simple predicate: should have added
 (The word * not *  is NOT a VERB!)
23 Common Helping Verbs

1.____________________
9.____________________
18.______________________

2.____________________
10.___________________
19.______________________

3.____________________
11.___________________
20.______________________

4.____________________
12.___________________
21_______________________

5.____________________
13.___________________
22._______________________

6.____________________
14.___________________
23._______________________

7.____________________
15____________________


8.____________________
16____________________





17.____________________

1f.  A compound subject consists of two or more subjects that are joined by a conjunction and that have the same verb.
Naomi and Noah went to the movies last night.  (Who went to the movies?  Naomi, Noah)
1g.  A compound verb consists of two or more verbs that are joined by a conjunction and that have the same subject.

I washed the dishes and folded the laundry. (What did I do? Washed, folded)
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     (Who or what the sentence is about)

          (What the subject is or does)
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