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                              Mrs. Tanna McGruddy

Welcome to Psychology.  In this course you will be introduced to many concepts, theories and phenomena that affect the nature of human behavior, gaining a better understanding of yourself and others.  The curriculum reflects the Pennsylvania State Standards.  It is my hope that this year will be both fun and productive.  There will be many varied classroom activities providing that the classroom rules are followed.  The rules are in place to aid in the creation of a safe, productive learning environment.  

Please contact me with any concerns or questions about your progress.  My email address is tmcgruddy@methacton.org . 

Major Units of Study
1. Intro to Psychology

2. Personality

3. Principles of Learning

4. Psychological Disorders

Grades

Grades will be based on a system of points.  The number of points available for assignments will vary.  The following categories are weighted equally in determining the final grade.


1. Tests – All major tests will be announced well in advance.  There will be a class review.


2. Quizzes – Quizzes may or may not be announced ahead of time.


3. Projects – Projects will be in association with curriculum.


4. Homework – All homework will be collected and graded.


5. Participation
Late Homework
Late work (projects or homework) will be accepted up to five (5) days after due date but for each day the work is late points will be deducted. 

Absent (Make-Up) Work
1. School rules concerning work due to being absent will be followed with two exceptions.
The Psychologist paper and the Movie Project are due on the assigned date, even if the student is not in school on that date.  These papers will be accepted by email due to absenteeism, unless other provisions have been made with me ahead of time.
2. If you are absent the day before a test (the review day) you will be expected to take the test the return, even if it is the day of the test. 
3. If you absent the day of a quiz or test, will be expected to take the test within three days of 
returning.
__________________________________________

Class Room Rules 





Print Last Name, First Name
1.  NO CELL PHONES. All communication devises will be placed in a teacher provided location as all students walk into class. All communication devises will be turned off and not accessed until the end of class. Any and all use of cell phones or other communication devises will result in the loss of the phone/devise.  The phone/devise will be turned into the Assistant Principle office to be handled according to the MHS rules. Phones/devise use during a test or quiz will result in a zero (0) for that assessment, in addition to the loss of phone/devise. 

2. Respect yourself and others at all times.  During class there may be discussions that do not support your personal beliefs, please be respectful of the viewpoints of others. 
3. Be on time and prepared for class.  Repeated lateness will result in disciplinary action. 
4. NO EATING OR DRINKING IN CLASS. Closed top bottles of water are acceptable. 
5. Bathroom privileges must not be abused or will result in loss of privilege. Students will not be permitted to sign out during tests or quizzes unless he/she has completed the assessment. 
6. All head coverings (other than for religious observation) must be removed upon entering the class room. This includes all hats, hoodies, scarfs and bandannas.
7. Classroom Dress Code. No underwear is to be visible. No midriffs are to be visible. No clothing promoting drugs or alcohol may be visible. These items are disruptive to the learning process and should not be in my classroom.
8. Cheating/Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  The first offense will result in a zero(0) for the work completed.  The second offense will result in a failure for the marking period as per school rules.
Required Materials


1. Three-ring binder or section in binder, notebook paper, and writing utensil. 

2. Any and all materials needed for projects.

MOVIE PERMISSION
As a way to supplement the Psychology curriculum I plan to incorporate several Hollywood movies and movie clips rated PG, PG-13 and R.  These movies combined with activities and in-class discussions enables the students to have a well-rounded opportunity to examine how psychology and mental disorders are viewed by our culture.  The following movies are examples of movies shown in class, but please be aware that this is not a complete list: Rain Man, Bennie & Joon, and As Good As It Gets. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns about the movies used as part of your student’s educational experience in Psychology. 
Please initial below to indicate your response to the above movie section. 

_________ Yes, I give my child permission to view the movies shown in Psychology class.

_________  No, I do not give my child permission to view the movies shown in Psychology class.

I have read and understand all of the above statements concerning Psychology.

_______________________________________________

Parent /Guardian 

_______________________________________________
Period ____________
Student
