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	Main Ideas


1.
Early in its history, Greece was the home of a great civilization, but it was later ruled by foreign powers.

2.
The Greek language, the Orthodox Church, and varied customs have helped shape Greece’s culture.

3.
In Greece today, many people are looking for new economic opportunities.


	Key Terms and Places

Orthodox Church  a branch of Christianity that dates to the Byzantine Empire
Athens  Greece’s capital and largest city


Section Summary

HISTORY
Greece has been called the birthplace of Western culture. Ancient Greeks created statues and paintings that inspired later artists. They invented new forms of history and drama. They made advances in geometry. They developed a system of reason that is the basis for modern science, and they created democracy.
In the 300s BC, Greece was conquered by Alexander the Great. Later, it was ruled by the Romans, the Byzantines, and the Ottoman Turks. Many Greeks were not happy with Turkish rule. In the 1800s they rebelled against the Turks and drove them out. Greece then became a monarchy.
Greece experienced instability for much of the 1900s. A military dictatorship ruled from 1967 to 1974. More recently Greece has become democratic again.
CULTURE
The Greek people today speak a form of the same language as their ancient ancestors, but their ancient religions have disappeared. Nearly everyone in Greece is a member of the Orthodox Church, a branch of Christianity that dates to the Byzantine Empire. Religion is important to the Greek people and religious holidays are popular times for celebration and family gatherings.
The customs of the Greeks have been influenced by the country’s geography and by past foreign rulers. Their customs rely on food native to Greece, and they have borrowed ideas for ingredients and food preparation from the groups who have ruled them. For centuries, the family has been central to Greek culture, and today it remains the cornerstone of Greek society.
GREECE TODAY

About three-fifths of all people in Greece live in cities. Athens is the largest city in Greece and its capital. Athens has both modern skyscrapers and ancient ruins. It is a major center of industry, and as a result, suffers from air pollution.

People in rural areas live much like they did in the past. Many live in isolated mountain villages. They grow crops, raise sheep and goats, and socialize in the village square.
Today, Greece’s economy is growing but still lags behind other European nations. Greece has few mineral resources, and only one-fifth of the land is suitable for growing crops. However, Greece is a leading country in the shipping industry, with one of the largest shipping fleets in the world.
Another profitable industry is tourism. Many people from around the world are attracted to the ancient ruins of Athens and to the sandy beaches of Greece’s islands.
CHALLENGE ACTIVITY

Critical Thinking: Synthesizing  Explain how religion and family work together to form a central part of Greek culture.
	Athens
	Alexander the Great
	Byzantine Empire

	Roman Empire
	Orthodox Church
	monarchy

	philosophy
	democracy
	


DIRECTIONS  Write three words or phrases that describe the term.

1.
democracy 



2.
monarchy 



3.
philosophy 


DIRECTIONS  Look at each set of vocabulary terms. On the line provided, write the letter of the term that does not relate to the others.


4.
a.
theater


b.
philosophy


c.
democracy


d.
population



5.
a.
Orthodox Church


b.
Parthenon


c.
Byzantine Empire


d.
Christianity

DIRECTIONS  Choose five of the words from the word bank. Use the words to write a summary of what you learned in the section.
Name two achievements of ancient Greece.


	


	





To what church do most people in Greece belong?


	





Circle the groups who ruled Greece before it became a monarchy.





What is the cornerstone of Greek society?


	





Underline two important industries in Greece.
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