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	Main Ideas


1.
Over the centuries, Spain and Portugal have been part of many large and powerful empires.

2.
The cultures of Spain and Portugal reflect their long histories.

3.
Having been both rich and poor in the past, Spain and Portugal today have growing economies.

	Key Terms and Places

Iberia  westernmost peninsula in Europe
parliamentary monarchy  form of government in which a king rules with the help of an elected parliament
Madrid  capital of Spain
Barcelona  center of industry, culture, and tourism in Spain
Lisbon  large city in Portugal and important industrial center


Section Summary

HISTORY
Spain and Portugal lie on the Iberian Peninsula, or Iberia. Both countries have been part of large, powerful empires. Coastal areas of what is now Spain were first ruled by Phoenicians from the eastern Mediterranean. Later the Greeks established colonies there. A few centuries later, Iberia became part of the Roman Empire. After the fall of Rome, they were conquered by the Moors—Muslims from north Africa. For about 600 years, much of the Iberian Peninsula was under Muslim rule.
Eventually the Christian kingdoms of Spain and Portugal banded together to drive out the Muslims. Both countries went on to establish empires of their own in the Americas, Africa, and Asia. Both countries became rich and powerful until the 1800s, when most of their colonies broke away and became independent.
CULTURE
Many dialects of Spanish and Portuguese are spoken in various parts of Iberia. In addition, Catalan, which is similar to Spanish, is spoken in eastern Spain. Galician, which is more closely related to Portuguese, is spoken in northwest Spain. The Basques of the Pyrenees have their own language and customs. In both Spain and Portugal the people are mainly Roman Catholic.
Music is important to both countries. The Portuguese are famous for sad folk songs called fados. The Spanish are famous for a style of song and dance called flamenco. Much of the peninsula’s art and architecture reflect its Muslim past. The round arches and elaborate tilework on many buildings were influenced by Muslim design.
SPAIN AND PORTUGAL TODAY
With the gold and silver found in their colonies, Spain and Portugal were once the richest countries in Europe. When other countries started building industrial economies, Spain and Portugal continued to rely on their colonies. When their colonies broke away, the income they had depended on was lost. Today the economies of Spain and Portugal are growing rapidly.
Spain is governed by a parliamentary monarchy—a king rules with the help of an elected parliament. Madrid—the capital—and Barcelona are centers of industry, culture, and tourism.
Portugal is a republic whose leaders are elected. The economy is based on industries in Lisbon and other large cities. In rural areas farmers grow many crops but are most famous for grapes and cork.

CHALLENGE ACTIVITY

Critical Thinking: Comparing and Contrasting  Compare and contrast Spain and Portugal. Then explain which country you would prefer to visit.
	Lisbon
	republic
	Madrid

	fado
	flamenco
	parliamentary monarchy

	Barcelona
	Iberia
	


DIRECTIONS  Answer each question by writing a sentence that contains at least one word from the word bank.

1.
Describe one cultural contribution of Spain or Portugal in the area of music or art.


2.
How are Spain and Portugal governed today?


3.
Where are the centers of industry, tourism, and culture in Spain?


4.
Where are the industries of Portugal based?

DIRECTIONS  Look at each set of terms. On the line provided, write the letter of the term that does not relate to the others.
______
5.
a.
Basque
b.
Catalan
c.
Galician
d.
Lisbon
______
6.
a.
Muslim
b.
Greek
c.
Roman
d.
Portuguese
What foreign powers have ruled Spain and Portugal?


	


	





Circle the group in Spain that has its own language and customs.





What Muslim influences can be seen on buildings in Iberia?


	


	








Underline the definition of a parliamentary monarchy.





Where did Spain and Portugal establish colonies?
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