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	Main Ideas


1.
The physical features of West-Central Europe include plains, uplands, mountains, rivers, and seas.

2.
West-Central Europe’s mild climate and resources support agriculture, energy production, and tourism.

	Key Terms and Places

Northern European Plain  broad coastal plain that stretches from the Atlantic coast into Eastern Europe
North Sea  large body of water to the north of the region
English Channel  narrow waterway to the north of the region that separates West-Central Europe from the United Kingdom
Danube River  one of the major rivers of the region
Rhine River  one of the major rivers of the region
navigable river  river that is deep and wide enough for ships to use


Section Summary

PHYSICAL FEATURES
West-Central Europe has three major types of landforms: plains, uplands, and mountains. Most of the Northern European Plain is flat or rolling, but in the Netherlands the plains drop below sea level. The plain has the region’s best farmland and largest cities. The Central Uplands are in the middle of the region. This area has many rounded hills, small plateaus, and valleys. In France, the uplands include the Massif Central, a plateau region, and the Jura Mountains, a low mountain range on the French-Swiss border. Coal fields in the Central Uplands have helped to make it a major mining and industrial area. The area has some fertile soil, but is mostly too rocky for farming.
The region has two high mountain ranges. The Alps and Pyrenees form the alpine mountain system. The Alps are the highest mountains in Europe.
Water is an important part of the region’s physical geography. The Mediterranean Sea borders France to the south. The Atlantic Ocean lies to the west and the North Sea and the English Channel lie to the north. The Danube and the Rhine rivers are important waterways for trade and travel. Several of the region’s rivers are navigable. These rivers and a system of canals link the region’s interior to the seas. People and goods travel on these waterways, and cities, farms, and industrial areas line their banks.
CLIMATE AND RESOURCES
Most of West-Central Europe has a marine west coast climate. This is a mild climate with colder winters. In the Alps and other higher elevation areas, the climate is colder and wetter. In contrast, southern France has a warm Mediterranean climate with dry, hot summers and mild, wet winters.
The mild climate is a valuable resource. Mild temperatures and ample rainfall, along with rich soil, have made the region’s farmlands very productive. Farmers grow grapes, grains, and vegetables. In the Alps and the uplands, farmers raise livestock.
Energy resources are not evenly divided. France has iron ore and coal. Germany has coal, and the Netherlands has natural gas. Fast-flowing alpine rivers provide hydroelectric power. Even so, many countries have to import fuel. 
The Alps are another important resource. Tourists come to the mountains for the scenery and to ski and hike.
CHALLENGE ACTIVITY

Critical Thinking: Evaluating Information  How have landforms and bodies of water affected activities in the region? Give support for your answer.
	Massif Central
	Northern European Plain
	Danube River

	Rhine River
	Jura Mountains
	English Channel

	North Sea
	navigable river
	


DIRECTIONS  On the line provided before each statement, write T if a statement is true and F if a statement is false. If the statement is false, write the correct term or terms on the line after each sentence that makes the sentence a true statement.


1.
The vast plain that stretches from the Atlantic coast into Eastern Europe is called the Northern European Plain.


2.
The two most important rivers in West-Central Europe are the Nile and the Mississippi. Many cities and industrial areas line their banks.


3.
A navigable river is one that is deep and wide enough for ships to use.


4.
The Atlantic Ocean is north of Belgium and the Netherlands.


5.
The Danube is the body of water between the North Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.
DIRECTIONS  Choose four of the vocabulary terms from the word bank. On a separate sheet of paper, use these terms to write directions for how to travel (by boat, car, train, or air) across West-Central Europe from the United Kingdom to Italy.
Circle the three major landform types in West-Central Europe.





Circle the energy resources of France. Underline the energy resources of Germany and the Netherlands.





In what way are the Alps an important resource for the region?


	





Why is a mild climate a valuable resource for the region?


	


	





Circle the names of two important rivers in the region.





Underline the names of three mountain ranges in West-Central Europe.
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