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	Main Ideas


1.
During its history France has been a kingdom, empire, colonial power, and republic.

2.
The culture of France has contributed to the world’s arts and ideas.

3.
France today is a farming and manufacturing center.


4.
The Benelux Countries have strong economies and high standards of living.

	Key Terms and Places

Paris  capital and largest city in France
Amsterdam  capital of the Netherlands
The Hague  seat of government in the Netherlands
Brussels  capital of Belgium, headquarters of many international organizations

cosmopolitan  characterized by many foreign influences


Section Summary

HISTORY OF FRANCE
France has a history as a major European power. Early in its history, the Romans and Franks conquered lands that became France. The Franks’ ruler, Charlemagne, built a large empire. Later the Normans claimed northwestern France. They extended their rule to England, becoming kings of England and ruling part of France as well. English rule in France ended in 1453 after the Hundred Years’ War. In the 1500s France became a colonial power with colonies in Asia, Africa, and the Americas.
In 1789 the French Revolution led to greater equality and more rights for the French. In 1799 Napoleon Bonaparte took power. He conquered most of Europe, creating a vast empire, which ended in 1815 when European powers defeated his armies. In the 1900s during World Wars I and II, Germany invaded France. In the 1950s and 1960s, many French colonies declared independence. France is now a democratic republic.
THE CULTURE OF FRANCE

The French share a common heritage. Most speak French and are Catholic. Recently France has become more diverse due to immigrants. The French share a love of good food and company. The French have made major contributions to the arts and ideas—including impressionism, Gothic cathedrals, and Enlightenment ideas about government.
FRANCE TODAY
France is a European and world leader. Paris is a center of business, finance, learning, and culture. France has a strong economy and it is the EU’s top agricultural producer. Its economy also relies on tourism and the export of goods such as perfumes and wines.
THE BENELUX COUNTRIES

Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg are the Benelux Countries. Their location has led to invasions but has also promoted trade. All are densely populated, lie at low elevations between larger, stronger countries, and have strong economies and democratic governments. North Sea harbors have made the Netherlands a center for trade. Major cities include Rotterdam, Amsterdam, and The Hague. In Belgium, Brussels is a cosmopolitan city with many international organizations. Luxembourg’s economy is based on banking and steel and chemical production.
CHALLENGE ACTIVITY

Critical Thinking: Drawing Conclusions  How has the location of the Benelux Countries both helped and hurt them?
DIRECTIONS  Read each sentence and fill in the blank with the word in the word pair that best completes the sentence.

1.
______________________ is a style of painting developed by French artists that uses rippling light to create an impression of a scene. 
(Impressionism/Abstract expressionism)

2.
__________________________ is the capital of France. (London/Paris)

3.
The Dutch use _______________________, or earthen walls, in addition to dams and pumps to hold back the sea. (dikes/trenches)

4.
Brussels, the capital of Belgium, is considered a _______________________ city because of its many foreign influences. (cosmopolitan/sprawling)

5.
__________________________ is the capital of the Netherlands. (Amsterdam/The Hague)
DIRECTIONS  Write a word or short phrase that has the same meaning as the term given.

6.
joie de vivre 


7.
Marseille 



8.
The Hague 



9.
Brussels 



10.
Benelux 


Circle the names of three groups that ruled France during its early history.





Circle the names of the three Benelux Countries.





Underline the sentence that tells how the Benelux Countries are alike.





Underline the sentence that tells how Napoleon Bonaparte affected French history.





Underline the sentences that describe the ways the French are alike.
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