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	Main Ideas


1.
After a history of division and two world wars, Germany is now a unified country.

2.
German culture, known for its contributions to music, literature, and science, is growing more diverse.

3.
Germany today has Europe’s largest economy, but eastern Germany faces challenges.

4.
The Alpine Countries reflect German culture and have strong economies based on tourism and services.

	Key Terms and Places

Berlin  capital of Germany
chancellor  prime minister elected by Parliament who runs the government
Vienna  Austria’s capital and largest city
cantons  districts of Switzerland’s federal republic

Bern  capital of Switzerland


Section Summary

HISTORY OF GERMANY
The land that is now Germany was a loose association of small states for hundreds of years. In 1871 Prussia united them to create Germany, which grew into a world power. In the 1900s Germany lost two world wars. After its defeat in World War II, Germany was divided into West Germany and East Germany. West Germany kept control of western Berlin and Communists took eastern Berlin. They built the Berlin Wall to stop East Germans from escaping. In 1989 democracy movements swept Eastern Europe and communism collapsed. In 1990 East and West Germany were reunited.
CULTURE OF GERMANY
Most people in Germany are ethnic Germans who speak German. Germany also has immigrants from Turkey, Italy, and Eastern Europe. Most people are either Protestant or Catholic. Germans have made important contributions to classical music, literature, chemistry, engineering, and medicine.
GERMANY TODAY
Today Germany is a leading European power. A parliament with a chancellor governs the nation. Berlin is the largest city. Germany is Europe’s largest economy, exporting many products, including cars. Its economy is based mainly on industries such as chemicals, engineering, and steel, but agriculture is also still important. The reuniting of East and West Germany slowed economic growth. 
THE ALPINE COUNTRIES

Austria and Switzerland are the Alpine Countries. Both were once part of the Holy Roman Empire, are landlocked, influenced by German culture, and prosperous. Austria once led the powerful Habsburg Empire that ruled much of Europe. After World War I the empire collapsed. Today Austria is a modern, industrialized nation. Vienna is a center of music and fine arts. Austria has a strong economy with little unemployment. Service industries and tourism are important.

Switzerland has been independent since the 1600s. It is a federal republic made up of 26 cantons. It is neutral and not a member of the EU or NATO. The Swiss speak several languages, including German and French. Its capital is Bern. Like Austria, Switzerland is a modern, industrialized nation. It is known for tourism and for its banks, watches, chocolate, and cheese.
CHALLENGE ACTIVITY

Critical Thinking: Drawing Inferences  What are some factors that have contributed to the Alpine Countries’ prosperity?
	Berlin
	chancellor
	cantons
	purpose

	Vienna
	neutral
	Bern
	


DIRECTIONS  Read each sentence and fill in the blank with the word in the word pair that best completes the sentence.

1.
__________________________ is the capital of Germany. (Vienna/Berlin)


2.
In Germany, a parliament elects a ______________________, or prime minister, who runs the government. (canton/chancellor)


3.
Switzerland is made up of 26 districts called __________________________. (cantons/Bern)

4.
__________________________ is the capital of Austria and also its largest city. (Berlin/Vienna)


5.
The capital of Switzerland, __________________________, is centrally located between the country’s German- and French-speaking regions. (Bern/Vienna)

DIRECTIONS  Choose five terms from the word bank. Use these terms to write a summary of what you learned in this section.

Why did Communist leaders build the Berlin Wall?


	


	





What economic activities have made Germany Europe’s strongest economy?


	


	





Underline the sentence that explains what the Alpine Countries have in common.





List two important industries in the Alpine Countries.


	


	





Most Germans belong to one or the other of which two religious groups?


	


	





What events helped East and West Germany reunite?
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