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	Main Ideas


1.
The physical features of Northern Europe include low mountain ranges and jagged coastlines.

2.
Northern Europe’s natural resources include energy sources, soils, and seas.

3.
The climates of Northern Europe range from a mild coastal climate to a freezing ice cap climate.

	Key Terms and Places

British Isles  a group of islands located across the English Channel from the rest of Europe
Scandinavia  a region of islands and peninsulas in far northern Europe
fjord  a narrow inlet of the sea set between high, rocky cliffs
geothermal energy  energy from the heat of Earth’s interior
North Atlantic Drift  an ocean current that brings warm, moist air across the Atlantic Ocean


Section Summary

PHYSICAL FEATURES

Northern Europe consists of two regions. The British Isles are a group of islands located across the English Channel from the rest of Europe. Scandinavia is a region of islands and peninsulas in far northern Europe. Iceland, to the west, is often considered part of Scandinavia.
Fewer people live in the northern portion of the region, which is covered by rocky hills and low mountains. Farmland and plains stretch across the southern part of the region.
Slow moving sheets of ice called glaciers once covered the region. They carved lakes and fjords, narrow inlets between high, rocky cliffs. The fjords make the coast of Norway irregular and jagged.

NATURAL RESOURCES
Northern Europe has many natural resources that have helped make it one of the world’s wealthiest regions. Energy resources include oil and natural gas in areas of the North Sea controlled by the United Kingdom and Norway. Hydroelectric energy is created by machines that are turned by flowing water channeled from lakes and rivers. Iceland’s hot springs produce geothermal energy, or energy from the heat of the Earth’s interior.
Forests in Norway, Sweden, and Finland provide timber. Fertile farmland in southern areas provides crops such as wheat and potatoes. The seas and oceans that surround the region have provided fish to the people of Northern Europe for centuries.
CLIMATES
Although much of the region is very far north and close to the Arctic Circle, the climates in Northern Europe are surprisingly mild. The North Atlantic Drift is a warm ocean current that brings warm, moist air across the Atlantic Ocean to Northern Europe. It creates warmer temperatures than other areas located as far north.
Much of the region has a marine west coast climate with mild summers and frequent rainfall. Central Norway, Sweden, and southern Finland have a humid continental climate with four seasons. Farther north are subarctic regions, with long, cold winters and short summers. Tundra and ice cap climates produce extremely cold temperatures 
year-round.
CHALLENGE ACTIVITY

Critical Thinking: Making Inferences  Fewer people live in the northern portion of the region than in the southern portion. List all of the factors that you can think of which might help explain this pattern.
DIRECTIONS  Read each sentence and fill in the blank with the word in the word pair that best completes each sentence.

1.
Many lakes in the British Isles were carved by ____________________ millions of years ago. (volcanoes/glaciers)


2.
Northern Europe is made up of the British Isles and _______________________. (Scandinavia/the Artic Circle)


3.
A ______________________ is a narrow inlet of the sea set between high, rocky cliffs. (fjord/peninsula)


4.
Energy produced from the heat of Earth’s interior is called ___________________. (geothermal energy/hydroelectric energy)


5.
Northern Europe experiences a mild climate due to the _____________________. (Arctic Circle/North Atlantic Drift)

DIRECTIONS  Look at each set of four vocabulary terms or places. On the line provided, write the letter of the term that does not relate to the others.


6.
a.
glacier


b.
rainfall


c.
fjord


d.
cliff



7.
a.
tundra


b.
soil


c.
forest


d.
ocean



8.
a.
Northern Europe

b.
British Isles

c.
Scandinavia

d.
Antarctic Circle


9.
a.
North Atlantic Drift

b.
mild climate

c.
ocean current

d.
subarctic climate
Underline the sentence that describes the land in the northern portion of the region.





What two features were created by glaciers?


	


	





How does the North Atlantic Drift affect the climate?


	


	





Underline the sentences that describe energy resources located in the North Sea.
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