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	Main Ideas


1.
The history of Scandinavia dates back to the time of the Vikings.

2.
Scandinavia today is known for its peaceful and prosperous countries.

	Key Terms and Places

Vikings  Scandinavian warriors who raided Europe in the early Middle Ages
Stockholm  Sweden’s capital and largest city
neutral  not taking sides in an international conflict
uninhabitable  not able to support human settlement
Oslo  the capital of Norway
Helsinki  Finland’s capital and largest city

geyser  a spring that shoots hot water and steam into the air


Section Summary

HISTORY
Vikings were Scandinavian warriors who raided Europe during the Middle Ages. They were greatly feared and conquered the British Isles, Finland, and parts of France, Germany, and Russia.
Vikings were excellent sailors. They were the first Europeans with settlements in Iceland and Greenland and the first Europeans to reach North America. They stopped raiding in the 1100s and focused on strengthening their kingdoms. Norway, Sweden, and Denmark competed for control of the region, and by the late 1300s Denmark ruled all the Scandinavian Kingdoms and territories. Sweden eventually broke away, taking Finland, and later Norway, with it. Norway, Finland, and Iceland became independent countries during the 1900s. Greenland remains part of Denmark as a self-ruling territory.
SCANDINAVIA TODAY
Scandinavians share many things, including culture traits like similar political views, languages, and religions. They enjoy high standards of living, are well-educated, and get free health care. The countries have strong economies and large cities.
Each country is unique as well. Sweden has the largest area and population. Most people live in the south in large towns and cities. Stockholm is Sweden’s capital and largest city. For about 200 years, Sweden has been neutral, choosing not to take sides in international conflicts.
Denmark is the smallest country and the most densely populated. Its economy relies on excellent farmland and modern industries. Greenland is a territory of Denmark but most of it is covered with ice and is uninhabitable, or not able to support human settlement.
Norway has one of the longest coastlines in the world. Oslo is Norway’s capital, a leading seaport and industrial center. Important industries include timber, shipping, and fishing. Oil and natural gas provide Scandinavia with the highest per capita GDP in the region; however, oil fields in the North Sea are expected to run out during the next century.
Finland relies on trade and exports paper and other forest products. Shipbuilding and electronics are also important. Helsinki is its capital and largest city.
Iceland has fertile farmland and rich fishing grounds. Tourists come to see its volcanoes, glaciers, and geysers, springs that shoot hot water and steam into the air. Geothermal energy heats many buildings.
CHALLENGE ACTIVITY

Critical Thinking: Making Inferences  How do you think the Scandinavian countries might change if oil fields run out during the next century?
	domination
	geysers
	Helsinki

	hot springs
	neutral
	Oslo

	Stockholm
	uninhabitable
	Vikings


DIRECTIONS  Answer each question by writing a sentence that contains at least one word from the word bank.

1.
How were longboats used by Scandinavian warriors?

2.
Why do most people in Greenland live on the southwest coast?


3.
What role did Sweden play in World War I and World War II?


4.
How are many homes in Iceland heated?


5.
What city in Scandinavia is often called a floating city and why?

Underline the sentence that tells areas that Vikings explored.





Underline the sentence that lists culture traits Scandinavians share.





Why are tourists attracted to Iceland?


	


	








What is the largest country in area? What is the smallest?


	


	





What three countries did not become independent until the 1900s?
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