Summer Reading
Persuasive Essay

45 points

Prompt:  Write a persuasive essay that argues whether the summer reading text you read should or should not be kept in the American Literature curriculum.  Your goal is to craft an original thesis and incorporate evidence (direct or indirect) in your body paragraphs that backs up your argument. You essay will follow the five paragraphs structure including introduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion.   
Grading:

You will be graded using the PSSA writing rubric:  Focus, Content, Organization, Style, and Conventions.
FOCUS- Contains a persuasive thesis statement establishing a clear concise point. Elaboration in body paragraphs helps support the thesis.  In this domain you will be assessed on how well you tie your content back to your thesis.
CONTENT- Your content will consist of using at least THREE pieces of evidence from the novel.  You must use at least TWO direct quotes from the novel that are properly imbedded and cited in MLA format.  
ORGANIZATION- Use appropriate transitions. Sentences should have a logical flow from one to another.  Thesis statement should be the last sentence of introduction paragraph.  Topic sentences should be at the beginning of each body paragraph.

STYLE- Vary sentence structure and length.  Varied word choice.
CONVENTIONS- Free of spelling, grammatical, and MLA errors.
The essay will be worth 45 points and will be graded with the PSSA rubric.  You must have a works cited page and use in text citations.  

	
	Focus  
	Content 
	Organization 
	Style 
	Conventions  

	4
	Sharp, distinct controlling point made about a single topic with evident awareness of task (mode). 
	Substantial, specific, and/or illustrative content demonstrating strong development and sophisticated ideas. 


	Sophisticated arrangement of content with evident and/or subtle transitions. 
	Precise, illustrative use of a variety of words and sentence structures to create consistent writer's voice and tone appropriate to audience. 


	Evident control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation. 



	3
	Apparent point made about a single topic with sufficient awareness of task (mode).  
	Sufficiently developed content with adequate elaboration or explanation.  
	Functional arrangement of content that sustains a logical order with some evidence of transitions.
	Generic use of a variety of words and sentence structures that may or may not create a writer's voice and tone appropriate to audience. 
	Sufficient control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation. 

	2
	No apparent point but evidence of a specific topic. 
	Limited content with inadequate elaboration or explanation. 
	Confused or inconsistent arrangement of content with or without attempts at transition. 
	Limited word choice and control of sentence structures that inhibit voice and tone. 
	Limited control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage and sentence formation. 

	1
	Minimal evidence of a topic.  
	Superficial and/or minimal content. 
	Minimal control of content arrangement. 
	Minimal variety in word choice and minimal control of sentence structures.
	Minimal control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage and sentence formation. 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4 points each domain x 2= 40 +  5 points MLA=                                                             /45


