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World Literature 10




By Li Po






Before Reading: pg 232-233
1. What culture is the poem from?
2. Define persona and explain where this word came from.

3. What persona did Li Po take on in his poem, “The River Merchant’s Wife: A Letter”?

During Reading

Stop reading after each stanza and pick out the phrase that sticks out to you or touches you the most.

Stanza 1: ________________________________________________________________________

Stanza 2: _____________________________________________________________________________

Stanza 3: _____________________________________________________________________________

Stanza 4: _____________________________________________________________________________
After Reading
1. Describe the relationship between the two individuals in the first stanza.
2. What evidence is there that the marriage between the speaker and the river merchant had been arranged?

3. What is the speaker’s attitude towards her husband when she first marries him?
4. Does her attitude change as she grows older and if so, how is her change in attitude revealed?

5. What natural images in the fourth stanza echo the speaker’s feelings?

6. Why do the paired butterflies “hurt” the speaker?

7. Why is the persona- that of the river merchant’s wife- important to this poem? Would it be different if it were told by a friend of the wife?

8. Why do you think the river merchant’s wife is never given a name?

9. “The River Merchant’s Wife: A Letter” was not the original title of Li Po’s poem, but was created by the translator, Ezra Pound. Do you think this is a good title? Why or why not? What would you have titled it?

